
Utah's Hogle Zoo is working to help save the critically endangered orangutan.  Due
to deforestation and destruction of their natural habitat, orangutans are rapidly
disappearing from the wild.  In an effort to help preserves their native forests, the Zoo
has initiated an art project to help raise money for this cause.  We are calling this
project:  "ORANGE UTAHN ART - Orangutans Helping Orangutans." 

RECEPTION AND SILENT AUCTION was held October 15, 2011 in the Zoo’s
Auditorium.

You can make a difference by purchasing one of the pieces created for this show. 
All proceeds from the sale of these pieces will go directly to helping preserve the
natural habitat of the wild orangutan. 

Click through the images below to find a one-of-a-kind piece of original artwork created by the Zoo's orangutans and
ten local artists.  You can purchase any of the unsold piece by calling (801) 584-1767. 

EVE
Eve was born in 1990, and is the mother of Acara.  Eve has been working in non-toxic
chalks, crayons, and acrylics for several years, and when the mood strikes, will destroy all of
the materials she is working with.  Her sessions normally begin with some well-placed brush
strokes, but then as her intensity builds, a frenzy of arm movements move paint everywhere
across her canvas.  Many paintbrushes do not survive a single session with Eve, and a
signature occasional rip in the canvas may also be noticed in her finished pieces.  Watching
Eve paint is always eventful.

RON RUSSON
In 1969 Ronald D. Russon was born in a rural area outside of Salt Lake City. Raised in a
family of five boys in an agrarian area, work was taught and expected. When not working,
Russon is often fishing, hiking, or drawing. He attended Utah Valley Community College
and took a basic drawing class, and something about it felt right. He was accepted into the
Illustration Design program at Brigham Young University and, as he puts it, “didn’t get fired,
so I kept going.”

Ron paints in oil employing a loose brush and pallet knife to varied scenes, from a serene
resting tractor in a windrowed field of hay to a cacophony of geometric colors creating
luminescent bison. Through both abstraction and realism, his art reflects his relationship
with nature and his communication with the outdoors.

 Ron Russon's collaborative pieces.
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